5 March 2017 - First Sunday in Lent.
Readings: Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7; Rom. 5:12–19; Matthew 4:1–11.
Theme: Presence of my enemies – Psalm 23:5, “You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies.”

I. ENEMIES ALIVE AND WELL.
Genesis 3:1, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast
of the field that the Lord God had made.” Where did he come from?
Ezekiel 28:17, “Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you
corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour. I cast you to
the ground.”
Revelation 12:12, “O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to
you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”
No One Believes in Me Anymore (Satan’s boast) – Keith Green.

II.DON’T BE AGNOSTIC ABOUT YOUR ENEMY.
2 Corinthians 2:11, “we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are
not ignorant of his designs.”
A. Doubt-caster.
Genesis 3:1, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in
the garden’?”
Matthew 4:3, “And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God…” Cf. “Who do you think you are?”
B. Liar.
Genesis 3:4, “You will not surely die.”
John 8:44, “He (the devil)… is a liar and the father of lies.”
C. Tempter.
Genesis 3:5, “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Matthew 4:1, “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”

III.USE YOUR WEAPONS AGAINST THE ENEMY.
2 Corinthians 10:4, “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.”
A. The word of God.
Matthew 4:4, 7, 10, “But he answered, “It is written…” cf. Note: The
enemy knows Scripture too. He can quote it to you. Matthew 4:6.
Luther, “learned how to answer the devil’s theological arguments.”
B. Submission to God and worship.
James 4:7, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.” cf. Psalm 23:5; Romans 12:1; Rev. 12:11.
C. Prayer (cf. enemy’s strategy: “divide and conquer”).
Matthew 16:18, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
Ephesians 6:18, “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer
and supplication.”
D. The fruit of the Spirit.

CONCLUSION: Mel Gibson movie, Hacksaw Ridge.
Reckless Devotion (Rolland and Heidi Baker), “Won over by
love” (Day 61).
Romans 8:37, “No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us.”

